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FHOODS: DMEITHY BELIARDY

Anatoly, wha is 10 but is the size of a toddier, has cerebral palsy and has been abandoned by his family, *He is dying,” said a nurse at the orphanage

Ukrainian orphanages ‘are
starving disabled children’

Daniel F and
Hﬂth:mw

< menr-l:monuemplu:l
age at Torez, Ukral
through -hunq-mmb.mmu
packed with children and
There, by the windaw, you will
find & cot from which a linde
oy called Anat \umu at
o His besutiful,
yes are bright. !i;i
conld scarcely be b

Anat »mpemdd yethe
Is the size of & toddler. Emaci-
ated 1o the point where his
boay legs could nos possibly
suppart him, he weighs litde
more than 1 stone, Ile is
dying,” sid a nuarse, Svetha

Like maxy of th c(hli!mm
Torez, Anatoly has cerebral
palsy. His parents gave up on
Hrim bong ago, s0he & Biving out
Il Last s weith no family to
wisit him and no means of
satisfying his craving for suste-
nance. 1 an workd, Sver-
lans explained, the cephanage
would have given hin baby
Tood Ddghs by calomhes, Bue it was
expensive.

Toreg is as far from an ideal
warld as it Is possible to
|magme l'ﬂ'mme .-\u:rol‘. lhes

pecTs

. seven and
fqu.\!h' shiriw rllhi. '"lf vrlm
stand out on hils hand. which s
clasped around his theoat as if
he i trying to extinguish his
own sulfeting.

Everywhere you bk are um'

About 12 of the 100

we with food thar s more
fiow them.”

Other westernerswith medi
cal keowledge are in Bo doube
about what is happening.

I

the only concern about how
Ukrine's 55 “invalid orphan-
ages” are mun. Three former
residents have tobd of abuse
they suffered at the hands of

s amd ghrds
dmr blankrts are drwm hml

ily. Their fore-

nure. .n-!duu'unel

waft at other suck
| Maxim Mebec Im a J-yeas-
1 palsy sudferer wh

Imdm; reflects the losing
antles for survival going on all
around them, OF the agproi-
mastely Joochaldeen in the orph-

fluhlrm o be mlmmg from
malerizion.

“In vy opinion they veere sul

i Joie! mal

muTr about 12 die each y

ikbren with cerebral pably
olten need more help 1o est
than the harl pressed seaff can

M..Ir. In sm—rc ey, Irrd
'ﬂ!h

Teresa rﬂlnmm who runs a
US-based charity that aids
orphanages in Ukraine, said: T
have watched them foed the
children in Torez. They just
spend sround 30 seconds

wning in o soupy mixture
which then falls out of the
chikd’s mouth befare they move
an o the pext.”

The results are inexomble,
Shown photigraphs of the chil.
dren, Jean-Pierre Lin, a con-
sultant paediatric newrologist
at the Evelina children's hos-
pital In London, sakd: *1 am
afraid [it books] as if the chil-
dren are ssarving — (they are]
literally skin and bones and
extreme deformiry. 1t may be
that these instinations nl»n Tt

n

Abexander Vasyakin, the dir-
ector of the erphanage, denses
there is any starvation, “They

are 111" he said. “Because of
meu condition they camnot

. We are
mm; 0 ATTACT AmeTican
farms such. as Nestle 1o

putrition,” Haghund s1d. “Their
bellies were Large but their legs
s arms were thin. In sddi-
tion, most \~| !hﬁllﬂ:‘l‘!‘li |Im

F |I.]u|u|| describes Torez as
the warst orphanage she has
experienoed n Ukrxine, when
many of the western-style aspi-
rations of Vikiar Yushehenko
and Yulia Tymoshenl, lesders
of the Orange Revolution six
years ago, have been lost along
with their gripon X

Although Viktor Yanuko
wych, the current president,
closer to Russia, Ukraine has
recenthy reiterated ins desize o
fain the European Union,
whic urged it to show
fitness by upholding humari
tarian rights, The revelation of
whaat life is like for residents of
the Torex arphanage exposes
that comemitenent to senating.

Baroness Nichokson, a cam-
paigrier for the rights of chil
dren in orphiansges in eastern
Euirope, siid: “This kind of issue
cannot anky delay FL member-
shiip, it can farestall it fos ever,
until the country concerned

ks a prosper attiide of protec-
o ml ek explottation,”

in Tovez ks not

e up in after

ing abandened ar rwo
months old, sald: “The lust
orphanage | was in was so ter-
sible 1 couldn't have imagined
it existed. People in the minis-
ry of social poicy have tobd me
that i T speak out T will be
physically injured, bur it's
somiething 1 have to do for the
childsen wheo are =till suffering
in the arphanages.”

Meteckiy said that when he
was moved, aged 15, to an
orphanage in the southeass of

ountry, he found the food
sour and conditions disty. He
alleged thar stal stole from

HIS HAND IS
CLASPED
AROUND HIS
THROAT AS IF
TO EXTINGUISH
HIS SUFFERING

children and bearings were
commen. The response of the
orphanage to o series of
complaints, he sid, was to call
the police and have him hand-
culfed for being *mentally
unbalanced”,

Accarding 1 Meleckiy, he
was di and confined toa
clinie for thee weeks until a
sympathetic inspoction of the
orphunage had been completed
in his absence.

Ome oy who was allegedly
assaulted by stafl was 1gor
Marchenka, He died Lss year,
aged 15, of an indection.

Other former residents of
orphanages have takd similarly
horrifying stories: Viadimis
Pilipenko, now 21, said staff
wauld rape the girls, beat the
chilldren and steal their food.

Baris sky recalled beat

% from saafl wsing o metal

. Boah be anid Pilipenko
were classed as “revanded” and
placed in a home for those with
special needs, although they
eject their diagnoses.

Not all children in the
invalld orphanages are seri-
wusly (Il Some were placed
there sienply because they have
asthmia, cleft palates or birthy
marks. Fillmon sald all the
othes erphanages she visited
were “weaderfully well run by
canng people”. But concerns
about some ivakid institutions
have pted a government
inquiry to oot cut cormupeion
within the system.

Anatoly Zabolotmny, director
of the Foundstion far
Deve]n]!meul of Ukraine, &

humanitarian arganisativn,
sadl: “Not ll the money goes 10
the children., Some directars

there is any starvation

nake control of It and spend it
on themselves

He relned the case of an
orplanage director who
enpoyed a lnvish lifestyle and
el a large biouse o a salary of
#1300 3 month. “This woukdn't
mnhu; the bricks to baild his

e, said Zabolotny,

e claimed erphanages were
imcreasingly reststing allowiig
children to be fostered or
adopted becasse their funding
depended on the mmsber of
children o the register

Some attemps to adopt chil-
dhren from Tosez have ended in
rejection. But a few children
have found salvation, Anna
Rundall, from California,
adopeed a seven-year-okl girl,
Kori, who has Down's syn-
o, from Toeeez last October.
Rundall said Kori weighed
1 stone, 21b when she collected
her. I the thiee months since
arriving in America she has
gained 10h.

“5bee had a ot of esues with
feeding that just took time,
[biat] she is doing misch becter
nowr.” Ruandall gabd, “There are
@ Jot o el Bke that there.”

For many of those in Torez
personal attention is some-
thing they are unlikely ever 1
experience, For the worst off,

as Anatoly and Maxim,

life 15 avarment from which the
sty escape is death,
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Libya froths at
plundering by
junior Gadaffis

Leaked US cables reveal rising
resentment in the supposedly
stable country of the ruling clan’s
greed, writes Michael Sheridan

THE vioknce and cormiption
of members of Colonel
Muammar Gadaffl’s family
have made Libya a gangster
state with o worse recond of
governance than Egypt or
Tunisia, according to leaked
Ametican diplomathe cables.
The decuments reveal prev
ously undisclosed detatls of

his influence over two domi-
mant ofl drifling and shipping
firms. A cable cails this
“another example of the
Kleptocratic natore of
Gadalli's regime”.

since seizing power in &
o conp, Gadall has claimed
o pug AR egalitarian “smee of
he masses”, using the oll and
gas revenues that acoount for

b Family greed, rivalry and
have

British and American efforts
w nermalise relations wirh
Libya since it decided o
1 nclear weapons and
renounce terrarisan.
sadaffi's chiliren plunder
the eoumery’s ol reventes,
a hlepmrr.lcy and operate a

as% of Liby oy,
“The reality is that the
Cacaffi famidy and its pofivical
Toyallsts cv carTight o
a considerable stake in most
things wosth owning, buying
o selling in Libya,” the US
emhasey whi Washingron.
Hannibal is a minor player

uat has created
sammering e nd et
ment among the people,
according to the cables
pedeased by WikiLeaks.
1n the light of the up:
heavals in the Amb world, the
diplomasie tralfie alss shiws
that far from being stable,
ik coudd be another comapt
authoritarian domine polsed
to fall.

Qe intriguing sequence of
watles tells how Swizerland
Eaced down threars after Swiss
police arrested Hannibal
Gadattl, 0 pounges son, and
his wile tor allegedly abusing
fwoof their domnsestic stall.

Swiss police afficers drew
their guns and 1.\ug:||r o
isaren twe of Banriibal's by
guards, who were illega
canrying pistols and attacked
them when they entered his
sutite ar the fve-star President
Wilson hotet in Geneva, The
potice found Hannibal biding
in a bedroom with six

. He was taken away in
anarmoured Mercedes.

Aisha, Gadalfi's fery
daughtes, then flew into
Geneva 1o rakse the o
Liyans threarened o with:
draw billions from Swiss
barrks and cut off ol supplies
— tlireats that were never
carmsed out in fall.

Alter petty seprisals against
Swiss companies and citeens,
the affair died down. Hannibal
paid compensation to the
employess — a Moroccan and
A Tunilstan — to settle the cise
and flew back to Libya with
Alsha in @ private jet.

The lessan of the 2008 case,
for the Americans, was that
there bs a gap between
Libyans and “a hidebound
regime that sees the state as
an extension of the Gadaffi
Eamiily empire”.

Hannibal wields vast finan-
clal power in Libya, thanks to

mpared with the two

Mutassim Gadaffi, Nﬂ»
‘and Hannibal_ his

Giactaffi sares et often, iden-
tified as potential saccessors.

Gadatfi, now aged 68, may
liave had a series of small
stpokes in 2007 that left him
unable to twrn his bead and
may have made his ematic

havioar even more capri
cins, the cablies beport,

The Libyan strongman
refuses to fly more than eight
heurs at a time, is too scared
to ride in a 1ift and will not
stay above the first ﬂmd a
hotel with & maximmum of
sieps, evidently for Imllh
reasens. 5o the tivalry
between his sons Mutassim
and saif al-tidam preoccuples
forelgn governiments.

Mutassim. th thind son of
Gadaffi's second wide, is the
Libyan national munr\

iser and i ident with
the “hard ponwer” action in
thie regime, He is said to have
demanded $1.2 billion in
cash o oll shipments for his

persotial use from the head of
Libya's Natinnal €6 Corpora-
o, & tusted regime (e
remed Shukri Ghanem.

The cable quates friends of
Ghanens saying Gadalfi's sons
were “uniisciplined thugs®
whom “no one could css”,

“Gadaffi {5 focused on the
appearance of seform.” a cable
saad, but Ghanem believed
there would be “no mean-
ingful reform possible” in the
leader's lifetime.

The cables describe how
even the family's supposed
reformet, Saif — the eldest son
of the second wile —
on some o the reglme’s most
tainted figures.

saif won attention by
making & suwve debut on the
western social scene and ran-
ming a beoadcasting network
that was slightly more liberal
than the totalitarian norm
until handliners shut it down.

Wiz adviser Abdullah
Seriussl, lwever, |s known to
the US envhassy as a farmer
head of military uufl.'llgtnnr
who pﬂ-:ln.llh took & “very

tough” line sgainst releasin,
dissidents o1 improving
batman righes.

sabf has also played to the
bardliners by delivering &
speech in which be said: “We
il oot toderate 3 foreign cons-
pany 1o make a peofit a the
expense o a Lebyan citien,”

Tn reality, Gadafi's regime
appears divided between
compronisers and extremists
united only in their enjoy-

ir connections o
tribad clan from the

city of Sirte.

Libya has been keen o
co-operate with the Wiest
againat the radical Tslamises
who threaten its regime. 1t is
alsoalowly Bulfiltinng its pledge
to dismantle all its naclear,
chemical and biological
weapons facilities, although
the cables chronicle endiess
olbstructions and delsys,

The cables portray the
regimse aswholly carmpe, inet-
fickent and s0 poor ar gov-
enming that, despite billions in
ail money, the ciry of Tripali
humges maone tham 0,000 gal-
lors of entrested sevwage o
the Mediterranean every

The cables report “visceral
larred” for the Gadadll clan.
The West may be thinking
again about placing its bets on
the stability of his regime.
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Danes to build £4bn
sea tunnel to Germany

Bojan Pancevshi
Brussels
DENMARK gave the go-ahead
last week to 2 £4.3 billion,
mile tunnel under the sea
o Germany thae will car the
jeurney time from Hamborg
to Copenhagen by more than

an hour.

The link will include two
four-lane motarways and a
hilghi-speed il line, 18 will s

“immersed tube” rech-
niligue i which #9 glant pre-
fabricated concrete tubes,
each mere than ssodt kg and
weighing 70,000 tons, will be
comstructed on Land and then

. P ‘Engineers chese the tunnel

:"""‘ Losed in peference o 2 bridge an
phans, the grounds thar it will

wlmumh‘wﬂd safer and The

e sound. 1 is dlso expected
o be slightly cheaper than &
bridge. The Baltic crossing is
served only by a ferry.

“The progect, which will con-
mect Puttgarden on the Ger-
man ksland of Fehmarn with
Raxdby on the isbend of Lofland
in Dermark, will be the big-
gestol its kind in Eumpe since
the completion of tise 31-mile
Charel runnel i 1o

Passengers tavelling from
Britain 1o Copenbagen via
Germany by car or erain will
have their journey time
reduced by mare thuan an hour
and Scanuinavia will be lnte-
grated into Ewrope’s highe

raill network for the first
titme, The coast-ti-crast train
fouirney theough the tunnel
will take seven minaines.

“The aim 15 to batld and

http://epaper.thetimes.co.uk/epaper/services/OnlinePrintHandler.ashx?issue=11632011020600000000001001&page=2...

aperate one of Eirape's safest
anid most modern tunnels for
both trakns and cars, which
will bring nosthern Europe
and ‘.ﬂmﬁimﬂ\'u even closer
together.” said Leo Larsen,
chief execarive of Femern, the
state-owned Dandsh company
that designed the project.

More than 40, oo ships a
year puss though the Felunarn
Belt, the strait between Lot-
land and Fehmam. Ir is an
Impeortant route for migratory
hinds that would have been dis-
tutbed by the sisepension
Dridge eriginadly pe

Work will begin in 2008 for
a planned opening in 2020.
The European Union is
expected to contribute sbout
£900m but nsost of the cost
will be met by the Danish tax-
payer and financed by wlls.
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